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9 10 THIS 


SECOND EDITION. 


'Drscounss #n the Subjel of This I 
bere preſent the Reader with, a ſecond; 
Time, © ſhould always be welcome. 
be Subject i- — and enters 
taining at all Times, to Perſons of the 
101 Reflection, and ſbould he ſo to an unthinking 
WoRrLD at 4 Seaſon, where there has been % ſud- 
den, ſo unexpefted, and ſo imereſting a Ca he 
of all that is Great, as now lies Dx Ad before L. 
A human Beinc, How Great! How Ilaſtrious J, 
a few Days ſince ; How Mean ! How Low! at pre- 
ſent— F no Immortality belongs to our Nature, 
or, if that Immortality was 18 on 108 Condi- 
tion reguiſſte xo full d! | 


\ Bs the contrary. How Little! wbilf Livin A is 
all his Glory, and How Great ! now Dead, If the 
ads Faw ent Scene be only "TY © 854 


PRE FAC E. 
Eternal one opened, and entred on, and through the 
Mercy of Gop (who knows the Heart, and conſiders 


every Circumſtance incident to his Creatures, that 


Poſſibly can be ſo, in their Favour) The Condition 
on 3 a bappy Immortality is io be obtain d, 
. T_T. 


I is not for Us to preſume to decide Either way, 


min any Caſe. To hope for the beſt is our Duty in 
all. And where, all Things confidered, we have the 
leaſt Glimmering of comfortable Hope, nothing forbids 
us to entertain 'it. It may not however, be amiſs 


to abſerve, For the ſake of all Living GREATNESL 


of what Sort or Degree ſoever, That Men may 
live Princes, but Princes muſt die Men.“ 


But who is there that has on this moſt ſorrowful 
Occaſion purſued the illuſtrious Shade 10 his Grave, 
without a ſerious Reflection, What a triffiing 
Diſftinttion it is to be placed in the moſt elevated 
Rank of human Nature, and ſodown through all the 
ſubordinate Degrees of Grandeur, if Nothing is be- 

it, and human Mortality is not to be ſwallowed 
up of Angelic Life — And that, I there be ſomo- 
thing beyond the Grave, and it be certain that human 
Nature is, however little thought on, however little 
lived to, what my Title Speaks, 85 0 


Mortally - 1 M MOR T 41 


of what Conſequence it muſt be for the hi gheſt 
Perſonages to cultivate it in their Thoughts, o 


glory in it (my Pen was running on to ſay.— 
To value it ABOVE all human * 
1 uf 


7 


ccc 


P REA E. 


but what Room for Compariſon? — The Sub- 
jelt diſdains it, —) and to prepare for it ac- 
cordingly, as well as the Meaneſt of the People. 


Of what intrinſic Value can the Poſſeſſion be of 
a Crown, 4 Coronet, a Title, or a Ribbon, 
Beauty, or Splendor of any Kind, in the Hands of a 
dying Mortal, but as it inſpires the Poſleſſors of 
them with @ Deſire and an Elevation of Mind to- 
wards the acquiring of as eminent Rank and Di- 
| finfion in the Regions of IMMoRTALITY ? For 
| there are Degrees of GLoz v, no Doubt, through- 
out the whole Creation of Gop, in Heaven, as well 
as on Earth. —How ſhort-lived the One, bow 
laſting the Other 1 


What a Precipice Human Life fands on to. 
Great and Little alike, How unenpectedly a ſudden 
Guſt of Wind may riſe, and blow us down, wwe haue 
bad ſhewn us in the moſt eminent Inſtance that 

could be given, e | 

| But O N E. : | 

 — May the infinite Mercy of Go p long pre- 
ſerve that Ons among us to 4 hoary old Age, 
in all Health and Happineſs; and may a recol- 
letting Uſe be made of the preſent grievous 
Calamity in all Orders and Degrees of Men and 
Women, by moderating that prevailing Run of con- 
fant Diſtpation, vain Amuſement, and criminal 
Pleaſure, to the utter Neglect of all that is Sacred 
and Praiſe-worthy, and ſo by a timely Reformation, 
draw down from Heaven this INESTIMABLE 
BLESSING! = 

Little Ryder- ſtreet R. W. 

March 25, 1751. | 


/ 


© Speedily will be publiſhed, 
SELF-ENTERTAINMEN T, 
O R 


DAY THOUGHTS; 


Being a Collection of fix Months occafional 
— Reflections, ſet down as they occurred 
| to the Writer's Mind. : 


— — —Neque cum Me Lale aut Me 
0 — excepit deſum mihi — Hæc Ego e 
| 0 N 


— Thought following Thought 
| cha Mirz. Par. Reg 5 u c= 
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TO THE 
MOST REVEREND, 
TR 5 
Lord Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY, 


PRIMATE of all ENGLAND, and 
METROPOLITAN. | 


My Bend 


HE Grandeur of the Subj ect S. 
the following Diſcourſe a alone 
bear me out in my Preſumption 
of placing your Grace's great Name. 

at the Head of it. Kings and Emperors are 

only Great, as they are mortally-:mmortal. - 

And only wiſe as — take Eternity into 
Conſideration, , and are influenced. by the 

_—— B | Weight . 
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Weight. of it. And what, my Lord, I am 
ſure you would not cenſure i in your eternal 
State, I flatter myſelf I may be eaſy, what 
may be your Grace's Sentiments of it, in 
your temporal Capacity. And therefore it 
1s not without a decent Boldneſs that I ap- 
pear before you on this Occaſion, and lay 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, mean as it is, and 
unworthy any other Patronage but my un, 
moſt humbly at your Grace's Feet. 


AAn Occaſion, however, 1 had, perhaps, 
never been ſenſible of, and a Subject [ 
had never indulged my Thoughts ſo much 
upon, had I not retained and carried about 
with me the divine Influence I have often, 
of old, been animated with from your moſt 
ſuperlative Manner of Preaching. Your 
Diſcourſe, in particular, “On our Conver- 
ation in Heaven, will be my Entertain- 
ment in Heaven itſelf, when I ee not 
I ſhall find that State, as you repreſented it, 
as I am comparing both together in the full 
Enjoyment of it, whilſt I am conſcious to 
myſelf of having attained it, by following 
the Rules and Encouragements for that Pur- 
poſe, delivered therein, — recommended 
with a Spirit that ſeemed to be in Poſſeſ- 
fion of the Joy they led to, — © The true 
= N Eloquenee, '—and which by 2 


na- 
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natural Aſſimulation, could not fail to make 
the Impreſſion irreſiſtible, where there was 


ever ſo little opening of the Heart of the 
Hearer to receive it. x 


| Truth is, I am bh 3 in "Fo 
with the Subject of the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
and have ſo much Compaſſion to ſee an 
HEIR of ſo GrearT an InneRITANCE, fo 
little affected with any proportionate Senſe 
of the Diſtinction — it (as is the Caſe 
with our Chriſtian World almoſt univer- 
fally as ar as I know it) That I Was 
willing it ſhould have a/l the Weight given 
it I could poſſibly procure he telling the 
World it is a Subject your Grace delights 
in. beyond all the Grandeur you are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of—That your preſent high Station 
is nothing to you, but as it affords you 
Means of diſtinguiſhing yourſelf to all Eter- 
nich, and that it was not without the ag 
eſt Reluctance you acquieſced in taking it 
wer you, as you would have thereby —— 
Opportunities, and leſs Leiſure to cultivate 
the Contemplation of the glorious and ever- 
lafting Inheritance referred to, before-hand, 
and, perhaps, in your own. private Mind 
be expoſed to more Hazard in obtaining it, 
—is Credit given to my Diſcourſe, and no 
F me towards your Graces: becauſe every 
B 2 N one 
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one who has the Honour to know you, 
knows it to be preſumptively or abſolutely: 
true. | | 


n, | 

T am at a Loſs to ſay, Whether it is great- 
er 'Folly not to be perſuaded of 4 future 
eternal Exiſtence, on the Evidence we have 
for it, or greater Madneſs, where it is ac- 
knowledged, not to be captivated with the 
Thoughts of it, ſo as almoſt to think of no- 
thing elſe, but with great Indifference, any 
further than Duty ſhall require, and the ng 
to Glory recommend it. The Evidence for 
a future State of Being for human Nature 
is ſo ſtrong, from the natural Light and he- 
reditary Prepoſſeſſion of it in the Minds of 
Men, that J am above Meaſure ſurpriſed 
that Mankind, in general, have not in al! 
Ages taken it more effectually into their 
Thoughts, and enjoyed it, by Anticipation, 
as their greateſt Good, and as they are apt 
to do every inferior Sort of Happineſs, in 
proſpect, before-hand, e'er they arrive at 
. 1t—But when I think on the Neglect of this 
in the Chriſtian Church, and its preferring 
the engaging itſelf, in all Ages, in Diſputes 
and Contentions about Opinions in abſtruſe 
Matters 2 no Conſequence to have cleared 
up at all, if our Religion be not true and 
OS. 3 purpoſe- 


A 
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purpoſely left obſcure becauſe of little or 


none to 1s to have clear Apprehenſions of, 


if it be) inſtead of opening, one and all, in 
the Cry of eternal Life before them, and 
preparing themſelves with the utmoſt Cir- 
cumſpection for the Enjoyment of it—I 
cannot ſufficiently expreſs my Admiration. 


— There are two Parts plainly to me in 


our Salvation from the Grave, —Gop's 
Part and Ours, Chriſt's Part therein is of 
God's Appointment,-and one Part of his Plan 
in reverſing our Attainder. Ours is re- 
ceiving his Authority, and acting under it, 
as his Diſciples and + Followers in the happy 
Expectation of it. And who can refuſe the 
doing the One, or being the Other, that 
have ever given Entertainment in their 
Minds to the Holineſs of his Precepts ; or 
what it is to be entitled to a Reſunrection 
of the Dead, and the Enjoyment of eternal 
Life in Company with the glorious Satrapæ 


of the inviſible World? + Life and Immor- 


tality, or immortal Life beſtowed on Man- 
kind, from the good Pleaſure of Gop, 


through CnRISH , on Repentance after 
Tranſgreſſion, no leſs than on the moſt per-. 


What Proof need there be ſor fo pleaſing a Delu- . 
ſion, iſ it be one, what Evidence can be greater than 


that which a conſiderate Mind has for the Truth of 
tet, 
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fect Obedience, had we continued in it, 
. vithout Him, were the glad Tidings pub- 
liſhed by - Chrift and his Apoſtles. And it 
is expreſly told us, That the raiſing up Je- 
ſus again, as the Forerunner of our own 
_ Reſurrection, was the fulfilling the Promiſes 
made to the Fathers—That Chriſt ſhould ſuf- 
fer, and that be ſhould be the Firſt that 
Should riſe from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew 
Light unto the People, and to the Gentiles, — 
and that as with Adam, all die, ſo with 
Chriſt, /hall all be made alive, —with mul- 
titude of other Paſſages of like Import, 
And the iu Chriſtians receiving Chriſtiani- 
ty on this footing, ſaw it in fo ſtrong a 
Light, that as Minutius Felix obſerves, 
e They talked of it with that Aſſurance as if 
they were already RisEN.—And what has it 
been owing to, that the ſame glad Tidings 
have not had the ſame happy Effect on = 
Minds of Cbhriſtians in all ſucceeding Ages, 
but to the literary Attention paid to ſo many 
unpertinent and vain Schemings of the hu- 
_ Mind in our holy Religion? Like the 
Dog in the Fable, Chriſtians, from the ear- 
ras ons of the Church, have ſacrificed the 
Subſtance to the Shadow. And Pride of 
Opinion among humble Chriſtian Divines 
has done more Miſchief in the Chriſtian 
Church than all ny carnal Pride of Princes 


Fe 
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put together in the open World —Thus Chri- 
ſtianity has been made to conſiſt in No Body 
knows what, inſtead of the plain Promiſe 
that runs through the whole Records of it, 
of eternal Life, (by the Will of God, 
through CHRIST, in a Senſe and for a Rea- 
fon known to Himſelf only,) To thoſe who 
believing in him, by patient Continuance in 


. 'wwell-doing, ſhall ſeek for it ||. 


We are, by the ſame preſumptuous Means, 
whilſt our Attention is diverted into myſte- 
rious concealed Channels, abridged of the 
higheſt Enjoyment to be had even in this 
Life, which moſt certainly conſiſts in culti- 

vating the comfortable Hope, not to ſay, 
Aſſurance, in a Degree, of a bleſſed Immor- 
tality. Nothing pays any Man for living in 


I I cannot omit entering here a Paſſage, the learned 
Reader may find, in the original, writ in GRorlius's 
Vite for the Peace of the Church. — Of the Righteouſ- 
1 of Chri/t, imputed to us, as if we had performed it 

all; and of Faith, whoſe Office it is to embrace that 
Righteouſneſs ſo imputed, there is not one Word in the 
ſacred Letters. —That Faith which is ſo much com- 
mended is this, whereby we believe Chriſt to have ſuf- - 
tered, died, and riſen again from the Dead; and there- | 
fore, thoſe Things to be true, which he wought us in a 
God's Name, either by Way of Precept or Promiſe. 
Mean while it is true, that God forgives them, who are 
purged from Vices, their former Crimes, and that he 
doth for Chri his Sake. W 

| this 
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this World, nor was ever deſigned to do fo; 
It is ſomething to come that muſt do it, 
The moſt ſucceſsful Purſuits of Avarice, 
Ambition, or ſenſual Pleaſure; fail in the 
| Reward. And ſo does no leſs the V. ariety | 
of Di/ſipations ſo much in Vogue in our 
Age, for both Sexes, reſine them ever fo 
much; they leave an Emptineſs in the 
Mind, which nothing in Time, or belong- 

ing to it, can fill up.—It muſt be Sf 
Acquaintance | and Eternity alone that can 


do it. 


Nor is there any thing at all furprifas 
in the Donation, Promiſe, or Expectation 
of it for human Nature. There is infinitely | 
more Room in the Univerſe, the great 
Houſe of Gop, than is yet ſtocked with 
Inhabitants. Gop may ſpend a whole Eter- 
nity 1.1. Creation, and yet find in Infinitude 
Place to put his Creatures in. And why 
ſhould not ſome of thoſe ſpacious Apart- 
ments be for the more commodious Dwel- 
ling of ſuch of the human Race as hall 
render themſelves, under Cbriſt, worthy of 
them by a right Uſe of their preſent miſcel- 
laneous Being, as well as by any other Spe- 
cies of Creatures? And why ſhould there 
not be Nurſeries firſt, and afterwards Plan- 
 tations-out of thriving Plants, and thoſe that 

6 | | are 
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are not fo thrown aſide, of rational Creatures 
made by Go, as well as of the vegetable 
World made by Man? This ſeems highly 
analogous. There is nothing more ſurpriſing 
in this than there ought to be at our preſent 
Made of Exiſtence. My preſent. Exiſtence 
is to me a greater Novelty than I can con- 
ccive any future Variation of it can poſſibly 
] come nav, out of Nothing. into Be- 
ing Hereafter, I ſhall have it varied from 
what it now is. ich of theſe two Con= - 
ditions requires greater Power in the Higb 
Cavss ?. 4vbich moſt ſurpriſe in the Subje# 
of "Bath? —And this would appear fo to 
every: thinking Perſon, would we allow our- 
ſelves. to lock a little at what we. poſſeſs by 
Virtue of our Being, before we immerſed . 
ourſelves in the Uſe of it, and were not apt 
to take a Thing to be of. Courſe, from the 
gradual Manner in which we become ſen. 
ſible of it, inſtead of viewing it by well 1 in 
its native and primæval Neue. 


I humbly drop this, here, tente | In 3 
believe that a latent Apprehenſion of its be- 


ing ſomething more extraordinary, too extra- 


ordinary for even Cod to do himſelf, to e. 
move us hence, and bring us back again 
into New Heavens, and a . New. Earth, 
weakens often the Afiirance, and ſome= 3 
” | C times 


x DEDICATION. 

times even gets the better in many ſerious 
Peoples Minds, of all the ſuperlative Evi- 
nr 


I am ef Opinion, my Lord, there 
is very little real Infidelity in the World; 


but a Sort of negative Belief of a Hereafter, 
through Incogitancy, Careleſſneſs, or wrong 
random Thought, I do believe is very pre- 
valent. I do not call that Infidelity that 
is downright Ignorance and Stupidity. For 
a Man to be an Infidel with any Credit or 
Character, he muſt be a ſtudious ſerious 
Perſon, The beſt of Men may be miſtaken 
in their rational Deductions. We are made 
liable to Error in the moſt intereſtipg as well 
as the moſt trifling Occaſions. And no 

Man can command or account for another's 


Underſtanding. — But if either Infidel or 


Believer will not make uſe of his rational 
Faculties, determinately, they are neither 
what they pretend to be, otherwiſe than in 

Name 57 & | IE 85 


Man is only what he !hinks.—Gop him- 


elf js only ſo. Angels and all created Be- 
| Ings of the moſt ſuperlative as well as of the 


kweft Intellectuality. If we think of No- 
thing, or of nothing but Trifles, we are 
Nothing, or but Triflers. If ſenſual Pleaſures 
NS = en- 
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engroſs our Thoughts we are Brutes.—If a 
Spirit of Malice, Hatred and Oppreſſion, 
reigns within us, we are Devils —If the 
Great Things of Nature, Duty and Expecta- 
Han, : occupy our Reflection, we muſt be 


The End of the following. Diſcourſe, my 
Lord, is to encreaſe this Greatneſt, and to 
make it more in vogue than it is at preſent. 
That the Splendor of a Ridatto (or an {/-. 
ſembly) may put a fine Chriſtian Lady in 
mind of the Glo of the Heavenly Ix- 
RUSALEM, and of the Rortenneſi of all meer 
human Enjoyments at the ſame Time. 
And that the pretty Gentleman, and even 
vulgar Man of our Age, may think of 
ſomething. elſe than what | they, ſeemingly. 
make their uſual Occupation, may be 
ed to value themſelves on their Te. 
to Immortality. And when once this 
gets Poſſeſſion of their Thoughts, we ſhah 
ſoon ſee the happy PFruitsof it. For who. 
will not chuſe to live for Eternity, when 
once they have poſſeſſed their Minds with. 
their Title to ow — Who will — for 
anticipati eir Joy in poſſeſſing it, by: 
that which alone can 1 Life o. 
Vittue and Hohne 


. „ 


* 


1 


255 ſhall equally lie open 


— — » * — 
— ' Iv a, we > N 
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__ 0 any Thing ever Hclaims our World 
from that moſt. miſerable Condition under 


which it 3 — all Senſe of the 

oper Di of human Nature, it muſt 
be 8 „— 1 the Credit and Eſtima- 
tion of the Honours, Riches, and un- 
worthy Pleaſures of the preſent tranſitory 
Scene, and opening to our View the more 
ſolid _ be Seien of Futu-· 


3 EQ . Ph 


, 5 


There i is thing diſturbs: the! Order: of. 


the World like to the Diſparity of Condi- 


tion of human Nature in it. But of what 
Account is any temporury Duration of Cir- 
cumftances of any Sort to mortally-imgortal 
Beings, to whom Heaven and eternal Hap- 
? For, if in the 

Proſperity, \ and loweſt Adverſity, 1 | 
> alike become entitled to a happy Eter- 
rity—any Difference of Condition in ever 
ſo large a Portion of temporary Continu- 
ance, much more in our momentary Space, 
muſt be what the Mat bematicians call an 
Infinitefimal, only, in an eternal Duration, 
and be really of no Account.— This = 


the Dealings of Providence with the greateſt 


Monarch, and the meaneſt Subject, by 
your Grace s leave, with a Metropolitan, 
4 5 4 Primate 


E 


| 
3 
e 
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Primate of all England, and a ——ſhice 
Curate. 


_ Mr Lox, 

In ſtating this ſo clearly I ſhould be apt 
to think were I writing to any ,Other, in 
our Grace's high Station, that I was but 
ill making my Court to him in thus degrad- 

ing it. But I am in no pain when addreſ- 
fing your Grace of any ſuch Confirufion, 
while in doing ſo I exalt the Intereſts and 
recommend the Confideration of our com- 


mon Eternity. 


I have the Honour to be, with the pro- 
foundeſt Submiſſion and greateſt Sincerity ; 
May it pleaſe your Gracr, 
YouR G RACE 


Moſt duiful Son, 1 de 
5 moſt humble and my 
obedient. 83 
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Deuter. xxl. 29. 
Ob that they were wiſe, that they un. 
Wat they” conſider their LArrEA 


HESE Words, in their genera! Meaning, 
| are of that Importance to a rational Being, 
| and that Meaning is ſo plain and obvious, 

as to make it impoſſible they ſhould not ex- 
cite a ſerious Recollection in the Mind of every one 
that reads them, or hears them repeated, Nor do I 
know any Paſſage in the whole Bible, more ſuitable 
to the preſent (in itſelf, and as it ought to be underſtood) 
great Occaſion. An Occaſion in its Riſe and Ori- 


Church of Chriſt in this Kingdom; though now 
us! (a is the Cearke of Thing in this Wart , 
uſed and continued in) labouring under the Empti 


of Form rather than the Weight of its original Uſeful- * 


neſs, Nor can 1 I Bing can be more the 
Duty of the appointed Pr than to preſs the Con- 
tnts of them to his combined Audience. Ne 


this, 


2 
tin, of the higheſt Conſ to the Well-being of 


Fog 
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For which Reaſon, and to give the 2 Force to 
what I have in my N ar to lay before you from 
them, in conſequence of the Duty enjoined me, and 
thereby as far as in me lieth to render — efficacious 
his Lordſhip's, our Right Reverend Dioceſan 3, more 
peculiar and moſt worthy Endeavours to make our 
public Attendarice on him here, turn to greater Ac- 
- count—May I be permitted (and may I have your 
favourable 3 while I = ſo) to may, before, and 
remind = ſomewhat of, The Nature and End of 


this preſent Solemnity.” 


So man of the) Min;/fers of the . mud, 
with the Repreſentatives of their feveral Congregations, 


as can be conveniently called together within the Limits 


of one Di — are ore aſſembled under the inviſible 
Eye of Giri, our common Lord and Mafter, 
and in te Prefence of his viſible Delegate, 


to ne Actount of eur Steward/brps, ' | 
| eds is. a ptev Error, ) Brethren. of the Taity, to 
conſi der a Vi tation only or chiefly cancernang the Clergy 
Whereas you are in Truth vii ed as well—I may 4 
more (as you infinitely exceed us in Number) than 70 
Lin — ** on A — Account. A 
are vilited chiefly by way of Enquiry, « How 
we diſcharge our diy Re u Day ven, as Mi- 
4e — of Gris gion, and as — Ditce- 
< fan's Delegates ar oY Oy of England? — For 
ie Was bever imagined in the firſt. Inſtitution of the 
Church's ſaczed Oecenomy, that Theſe who: with ſo 
great | Deliberation, and in ſo folenin a Manner, as ac- 
companies the repeated Ordination of every) ane of aur 
ſacred. Badly," ſhould be exrſelves notoriouſly deſective in 
the Practice of. thofe Holy Rates of Life,) which we had 
ſo ſolemniy taken upon us to recommend by Example 
25 Well ad 4+, , to arbers. But you, my Brethren of 
the Laity,: n ted, expreſly, and for no other Pur- 
py: but 6 50% % you obſerve them? — A Method is 
id down by — Eceleſiaſtical Conſtitution for the 
Biſhop of your Disceſe to. be informed of every one of 
your Lives and Converſations. — Whether they are, er 
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are not, what they ſhould be, ſuitable to the holy Reli- 
gion you have taten the Profeſſion, and bear the Name 
of—Whether ſuch or no as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt? 
And were not a Matter of the moſt ſacred Appointment 
by length of Time, and Corruption of the World de- 
feated of its original Intent — This on the reſpective 
Returns. of Enguity into them, would appear to the pro- 

per Chriſtian Officer to take Cognizance of. 
The Buſineſs of Confirmation that uſually attends a. 
Viſitation is no Part of it. And is only made at any 
ime to accompany it for the greater Eaſe of both the 
Biſhop and his Dioctſe, and to give a greater Solemnity 
to the One, by the Preſence of the Other. 
Cinfirmation is a Means, and a very proper one, 
of raiſing a Ubriſtian Church, but the Viſitation is to 
enquire whether it be actually raiſed ?* Whether a Com- 
8 of Chriſtians be Chriſtians in Deed or in Name 
nl | | r . 
is was the original Purpoſe of Fpiſcopal and ſubor- —_ 
dinate re. Viſitation, — Pod be Archdeaco  _ 5. 
deing the Repreſentative of the Biſhop, as the Bijhop is | 
of Chri/t, his Viſitation ſhould be a Solemnity little . 
inferior to that of the Biſhop itſelf, . 
The Church of England (an Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment, unqueſtionably in its original Inſtitution of the 
viſeſt Contrivance,) has the Misfortune to ſuffer more 
by its Friends than by its Fes. Whilſt Cuſtom and Ne- 
gligence have ſuffered ſome of its greateſt Excellencies, =" 
and moſt worthy Inſtitutions, to be practiſed in an ver- 
ly Manner, inſtead of the ſerious Solemnity and Exact - 
nels they ought on all Sides to be attended with. 
What could rejoice the Angels in Heaven more than to 
ſee ſuch a religious Conſtitutlon of a „ Kingdom, 
where the Inhabitants of it ſhould be twice in a Vear 
gone over by a Br/hop's ſacted Delegate, to enquire into 
the Care and Diligence of their reſpective Subſtitutes, 
and into the Lives and Manners of thoſe committed to 
their Care, and every third Year an Examination taken 
in the fame Manner, and for the ſame End by the Biſbop 
himſelf? Surely theſe- Heavenly Beings would ſay to 
ttemſelyes, “ There are NEL 2 well as Angels 
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in Heaven.” And every true Chriſtian is a Saint 
Name not peculiar to a Peter, or a Paul, or any other 
of our Saviour s Apoſtles, or their more immediate 
Succeſſors in the firſt Ages of the Church, but of eve- 
ry one who profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian, and who lived 
accordingly. The- Word Saint, in its original and true 
Meaning being only another Word for holy—The pro- 
Character of a Chriſtian, Nor was it ever deſigned 
y the divine Founder of our Religion, that it ſhould 
be ſeparated from it. However fatally and unfortunate. 
Í it has been ſo in ſucceeding Ages. And too melan- 
cholily is ſeen to be ſo, in our own. 3 
And now what was all this divine Appointment, (as I 
may truly term it, though made by Man) in our Church 
for? We read not of it in the ſacred Records of our 
Religion, in particular, only in general, © That the 
5 2 went about viſiting and confirming the 
„ Churches.” Fhe Thing in itſelf is undoubtedly of 
the Eſſence of the Chriſtian Church. The Form, as to 
Time and Place and Manner,. of Mar's framing. And 
how wiſe a Frame it is to anſwer the End of the very 
Being of a Chriſtian Community muſt be viſible to every 
one that hears me, as I mention it, or reflects upon it. 
All we who are, here, met together in the Preſence 
of our Spiritual Governor, both Glergy and Laity, and 
all that we have left at home behind us in our reſpective 
Pariſhes, that ſhall not be preſented for ſome ſort of 
„ Mi ſdemeanor inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian, Name and 
Character, are suprosEp (as far as the human Eye can 
diſcern, or Charity dictate,) to be Chriſtians indeed — 
The State of our reſpective Churches in the Buildings 
and Furniture, the Condition of our Dwellings and In- 
comes are ſubſidtary Articles only to the main Enquiry 
of the Chriſtian Conver/atzon, fo incumbent on all of us, 
and otherwiſe of no Importance but as the Support of. 
ch of theſe for the Honour of Almighty God conduces 
. Thoſe that are Delinguents are preſented for their Ad- 
. monation and Correction. And if that will not reform 
| them, for their Ręjeclion and Diſmiſſien out of the 1 85 
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ſtian Church, till due Repentance and Reformation give 
chem a Title to a Readmi ſſion into it. 2 

The Chriſſian Church in general, and that of the Church 
of England in particular, is a Society profeſſing the Doc- 
trine, and | acknowledging Subjection to the Law of 
Chriſt, in conſequence of our having choſen him for. our 
Maſter, under God, and Ruler of our Lier and Actions. 
In hopes of reverſing the ſad Sentence, incident to human 
Nature, of Death, and of attaining a Reſurrection from 
the Dead, and ETERNAL LIrE, through the Promiſes of 
God by Him, and on the Conditions God through Zim 
has offered it, Po 


The Performance of theſe Conditions we, as Chriſtians, © 


have all of us, firſt taken upon us by our Proxys at Bap- 
955 have been inſtructed in as ſoon as we came to 

ears of Diſcretion, and have at Confirmation (where 
Confirmation has been had and is known what it is) 
ſolemnly and 4nozwingly taken the Profeſſion of on our- 
ſelves. (——And for which reaſon Confirmation ought 
never to be deſired, till the Party be ſo far a grown 
Chriſtian as to underſtand what the Obligations are it 
takes on itſelf, and enters into by Virtue of being 
ſuch—). And as ſoon as conveniently may be after it, 
are underſtood to have joined ourſelves publicly and 
profeſſedly to a Chriſtian Congregation, in the higheſt 


and moſt folema Act of our Holy Religion, © The 


«ce commemorating the Death of our drvine Maſter 5 in 


« hopes of becoming Partakers of the Benefits of it, by 


<< approving ourſelves his 788 Diſciples.“ 
his is the Kingdoh of Gop, or the Kingdom of 

Heaven, which Chrif# came to erect in the N. 

Men, by dethroning the Devil from the Empire he but 


too naturally and too eaſily obtains over the Children of 
Diſebedience. And the Promiſes of eternal Life, and 

the Threats of euerlaſting Puniſb ment together with the 
preſent Complacency of Mind, and anticipated heaveniy 


Joy, a TRULY virtuous Life and Converſation never fails 
to bring with it, and the inward Darkneſs and Uneaſinejs 


a vicious Courſe of Life is always more or leſs clouded © 
ons © 


'by q 


with are the invariable and immutable Sancti 


inds of | 


1 


% 
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by which he cooperates with the Freedom of the human 
Mind to bring Men into Subjection to it. 

1 — © The Loxp Jxsus“ (ſays that great Apoſ. 
tle St. Paul) e ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his 
< mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance 
% on them that now not Cod, and that obey not the 
tc _ Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſh- 
« ed with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
| ©& the Lord, and from his glorious Power (1)”—— 
and, on the con „ he expreſly aſſures us, „That 
„ the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a 
« Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, and with 
c the Trump of God, d the Dead in orif ſhall riſe 
c firſt, ” when thoſe who are of the ſame happy Cha- 
rader, and then alive ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the Clouds to meet the Lord in the Air, and 
& ſo ſhall ever be with the Lord (2).” Thus that 


great Apeſile.— And not wholly to omit our Savi- 


our's own Repreſentation of this tremendouſly noble Ie 
of Things, and great Latter End that belongs to our Na- 
ture I be Sen of Man ſhall come in his Glory, 
<« and all the holy Angels with him, then ſhall he fit 
c“ on the Throne of his Glory, and before him ſhall be 
ce gathered all Nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one 
« from another, on the right Hand and on the leſt, 
« and ſhall ſay to them on his right Hand, Come, Ye 
« Bleſſed of my Fatber, inherit the Kingdem prepared 
& for you from the Foundation of the World, —— After 
e this, he ſhall ſay unto them on his iet Hand, Depart 
& from me, Ve Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 
de for the Devil and his Angels, — When the/e ſhall 
« oo away into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righte- 
* ous into Life eternal (3).” | | 

And now if this is to be the latter and LAST End of 

the Chriſtian either in Name or in Reality, If one 

or the other of theſe two EXTREMITIES of our preſent 
uncertain ſhort-lived Exiſtence, by the very Profeſſion 
we hold, and under the Character of our holding which 


| tr) 2 _ i. 7, 8, 9. (2) 1 Thel. iv, 16. (3) Mat. xxv. 37, 3% 
34, 41, 46. we 


| 


the Diſcipline or 
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we all, here, Laity and Clergy alike, make our Appear- 
ance, and if 14 Step that is taken in the Exerciſe of 

overnment of our Church be in order 
to facilitate the attaining one of theſe Extremities, and of 


' avoiding the other; nay, if every Sermon that is made, 


or Prayer offered up, be for no other End Can 
there be a Subject more ſuitable for the Occaſion of our 
preſent Meeting than to excite ALL to a due Conſideration 
of it Can I go before you in expreſſing your 
Sentiments thereon ? Or, are you not all before me in 


your Ejaculations to yourſelves in the Words of my Text? 


Ob that we may be fo wiſe as to underſtand this, ( T 


( conſider our Latter End!“ 


And will allow me to take the Words I have read to 
ou out of the Mouth of Moſes, and put them into the 
Mouth of Chrift,' the Maſter whom we ſerve, as in- 
« viting us all to the moſt ſerious Conſideration of it.” 


To awaken us all out of the ſpiritual Lethargy we _ 


any of us be in, and to clear up thoſe Fogs and Clou 


that by the Deluſion of the World, the Deceitfulneſs of 


din, and the Treacherouſneſs of our own Hearts, may 


lie between our rational Diſcernment and fo GREAT an 


OBJecT. And to do what in me lies to excite in us 


All, here aſſembled, a Care and a Solicitude in our re- 


ſpective Stations and Stetwardſhips worthy of ſo great, ſo 
important a Concern. | OE 
Oh that Men were wiſe, that they under- 
" _ this That they would conſider their Latter 
«: Ea,” * h N | | 
What an Exp is here, thus underſtood, for Wiſdom 
to point out, and for Conſideration to proſecute with- . 
out Delay, and without Intermiſſion! — 8 


The Words in the Manner of their Expreſſion may be 
ſuppoſed manifeſtly to imply two Things, viz. _ 
I. * That nothing is or can be of ſuch Importance to 
us as the Conſideration of our latter End.” rey 
2. © That a due Conſideration of this important Point 
* is liable to be too generally neglected. They 
may be ſaid to contain both an Invitation and a at” ; 
| v | 1 
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the ane to do what they preſs us to, the other reproving 
us for nat doing it. For when we expreſs ourſelves, at 
any Time in this Manner. © Oh that ſuch a Thing was 
«© done!” We do not imply meerly an Earne/tneſs of 
Deſire to have it performed, but inſinuate at the ſame * 
2 LY Dee of Appehenſion that it was, or would 
And this is the U/e I ſhall make of them. Firſt, To 

Thew that the due and effectual Confideration of the 
ly vel latter End, is grea:ly neglected, in the Age 
we live | We 

_ Secondly, That it is the higheſt Wiſdom in us all to have 
ever before our Eyes our genuine Latter End, as the prime 
and principal Concern of our Lives. Making every other 
Intention of Mind and Occupation of Body fubſervient 
to it, or to be ever within the Limits of ſuch Conſidera- 
Aton. ; | 

_ Firſt, I am to ſhew, ©* That the due and effectual 
1 Conſideration of our latter End is greatly neglected 
in the Age we live.“ s 


That this Life is to be taken from us, that it is ſhort 
at moſt, and uncertain at beſt, is notorious to all Men. 
phat it is only introductory to another more real, 

and everlaſting State of Being, like the Preface to a Boot, 
or the Porch to a Building, has ever been the Opinion 
of the wi/c/?.of Men in all Ages. That after an 
End is put to. Life, and our Bodies are mouldered into, 
the common Duſt from whence they ſprung, Mortality 
is to be fwallowed up of Life (1).—— They are to be 
raiſed again, and the zvhole Man reaſſumed, and every 
human Inhabitant of this Globe diſpoſed of to all Eter- 
nity —— Thoſe that have done Good to the Reſurrection 
of eternal Life, and thoſe that have done Evil to the Re- 
ſurrection of Damnation (2) — ls the Faith of 2 
And when this is the Caſe with us all without Excep- 
tion, need I mention after what has been already ſaid, 


| (x) 2 Cor. v. 4. (2) John. v. 29. Mat. Mv. 45, &c, & e. 
5 2 -- the 
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the Inference —* How much it becomes us all to 
« have both theſe Tſaes of Life ever before our Eyes?“ 
Or can a Man be a Friend to human Nature, or have 
the leaſt Tincture of Benevolence in him, not to lament 
the little Concern there is about them? - 
If it were not manifeſtly contradifted by all Obſer- 
vation, one would think it impoſſible that this ſhould be 
the Caſe That a Creature endowed with Reaſon, 
that had theſe two great. Ends of Life laid clearly before 
him, and admitted the Truth of them, together with the 
holy Diſpeſitions the acquiring, or the neglecting of which, 
in ourſelves, muſt, as to owr own Part, in our Salvation, 
(letermine an endleſs Futurity of the moſt exalted Happi- 
neſs, or the profoundeſt of Miſery —lf Experience, I ſay, 
did not clearly evince the contrary, one would think it 
impoſſible that ſuch a Creature could act ſo inconſiſtently 
with common Senſe and Reaſon, as not to put every Fa- 
culty and Ability he hath to the Stretch, to the ſuiting his. 
Life to ſo important an Event, that ſo certainly, fo know- 
ingly, ſo undenjably, and fo confeſſedly lies before him. 
hut however ſurprizing it is to think it ſhould be the 
Caſe, it is plain in Fact, and J appeal to every one's Ob- 
fervation that hears me for the Truth of it, That the ge- 
nerality of che World, of the (fo called) Chriffran 
World, within the Reach of their reſpective Knowledge, 
think of nothing leſs than their true latter End, as T have „ 
from the ny; and in the Words of the holy Scrip- . 
tures itſelf, ſet it forth.— Or, if they appear to have it at 
all in their Minds,. there is nothing in which they are 
ſo ready to delude themſelves, as in the only proper Me- 
thod how to ſecure to themſelves a happy one. 
And that this is no Oblequy, or cenforious Calumny on 
the Age we live in, I ſhall make appear by Rd 
8. iſt, Conſidering a little what Men generally diſcourſe 
Or, | | | . a 
Secondly, by taking a ſhort Su of the general 
Tenor of 1 and — Ab they do allow 
themſelves in the Practice of, inconſiſtent with ſo awefuf 


an Event. | — 
| "Thirdly - f 2 


10 De IMMO RTAI-Moxr ATL! 

Thirdly, by taking a ſhort Notice of their Omiſſions, 
what they do nat do as inconſiſtently with the great View 
of Immortality before them. 

A very ſhort Word on each of theſe three Points will 
clear up the Matter beyond all Exception. And 
Firſt, it appears, that the generality of Mankind little 
think on their latter End from the general Tenor of what 
they entertain one another with in their Diſcourſe, or, 
from the Uſe of that peculiar Gift of God to human Na- 
ture of Speech and Conuerſe. | 

Nothing is truer than that out of the Abundance of the 
Heart the Mouth ſpeateth. And who is there that we ever 
hear, or in what Company, or at what Time is it, that 
Men, when they are together, ſpeat one to another of 
their common eternal Concern,” — “ Their great latter 
<« or laſt End? Of their middle Ends, of the Things 

relating to this Life, What are the Doings, or News of 

« this tranſitory Scene of Action, Who mi ſſes, who 
& attains the paultry ſhort-lived Diſtinctions of it? 
« How Times are, How Things ſell, how the Markets go, 
« Scandal and Detraction, Ribaldry and Nonſenſe, is 
<< often the Subject of Converſation, at home and abroad, 
« in ſmaller and in larger Companies, and more or leſs, 
4 made the Entertainment of all Ages, Sexes and De- 
« pow among us'”——But when is it, or among whom, 
„ The [ſues of Life,” © our great latter End”, comes. 

into our Thoughts, to be the Subject of eur mutual 
Intercourſe *——To comfort and cheriſh one another in 
our way through this troubleſome Vale to that heavenly 
Feruſalem that lies before us, at the End of it, or to deter 
one another from deviating from the right Path to it 
To awe one another by the Terrors of the Lord, from 
the Path that leads to Deftrudtion, and by putting one. 
another in Mind of the Glory that ſhall be revealed, to ſet 
one another on, in the Road of being Partakers of it. 
But would this Silence as to this moſt important of all 
Points be ſo, had we our everlaſting Concerns ever ſo little 
at heart, or carried about us the leaſt Senſe of the Dignity. 
of our Nature that entitles us to them ? Ir 
Are we ſo /filent in other Caſes ! won't 45 in like 
- 68 
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Caſes For there is zone lite unto it——But in other 


Caſes of common temporal Concern ? 


If Men live by the Sea-fide, or by the Banks of- 


Rivet, overflowing its Borders, or, are in any common 
Danger of having their Houſes ſet on fire——How do 
they unite all their Wiſdom together to keep themſelves 
from being overflown by the ane, or devoured by the 
other Z If any Infection any where prevails that 
threatens Deſtruction but to their Cattle, what Caution, 
what Precaution do they not join in to prevent the 
ſpreading the Infection to themſelves ? And os 
the common Danger of the Let of their eternal Pe 
ſeſſions, of their being Angels, or Devils to all Eternity-— 
When is the Time that Men are diſpoſed to make a 
common Concern of that ?!——Or is it not a Part of a 


Chriſtian's Buſineſs to make any Concern of it at all? 


hut if it ſhould be a Pain to diſcourſe together, on 
the dart Side of the Queſtion——on the Loſs of an 
happy Immortality, 
higheft Pleaſure occaſionally, to bri into one. 
another's View, and to take a common Survey of the 
Bright-ſide of our everlaſting Nature? To comfort one 
another with that Glimpſe of Heaven and eternal Glory 


that is held out to us, as Chriſtians, in the Books of our 


holy Religion ?!——How is it that we can be fo ready 
to ſpeak of what we expect, at any Time, may happen 
to us that is pleaſing in an uncertain temporary to morrow, 


and be fo filent on what may befall us on an eternal 
certain one ? 


ment, when we are together, (ſurrounded as we are here 
with Croſſes and: Diſappointments of all ſorts, which no. 
Age or Conditifn of Man can free us from) to put one 
another in mind of that which hangs over every one of aur 
Heads, © of a Reſurrection from the Dead, and a Life 
C everlaſting” (if we ourſelves wilfully put it not from 
us) (c with God in Glory ?” — 


If all the Glory that hangs over the ſincere Chriſtian | 


were only as the tranſitory Gleams of Light that we ſee 


ſometimes ſhine through a ys of Clouds, well we 


Why ſhould it not be the 


r | How can we forbear to comfort one 
another's Hearts, and making it the principal Entertain-. 


* * 
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little Notice be taken of it, in Public or in Privat. 
But when it is interwoven in our very Chriſtian Nature, 
and is the Subject of our Creeds and our daily Confeſſims, 
at our folemn Times of Worſhip— How can we 
bear the Name of Chriftians, Expectants of ſuch great 
Reverſions, without bearing them conſtantly in mind, 
and how can we be ſuppoſed to do that without occa- 
fionally and even frequently rejoicing with one another 
at the Joy that is ſet before us from them: The Heart 
that is full of Joy is naturally exulting. To ſuppreſs the 
Expreſſion of its expected Good is an Interruption of its 
Happineſs—In ſhort, out of the Abundance of the Heart 


the Mouth will be ſpeaking, and as the great Futurity 


that is grafted on our temporal Nature has very little Share 
of our mutual occaſional Entertainment, it may very well 
be ſuppoſed, has very little Shate of that Abundance, 

If from we Uſe Chriſtian Men make of Diſcourſe, 
we paſs on to obſerve their autward Actians, Theſe are 
ſo very flagrant, that little need be faid of them, to ſet 
forth the intermediate, low, confined, trifling, impious 


Ends that (fo called) Chriſtians take up with, without 


looking any further, or having the leaſt in View their 
great latter End. : TAE 
That an inordinate Purſuit and Defire after the hun- 

Gratifications of this World, the fleeting Riches, 
onours, and Pleaſures of it, has fo notoriouſly engroſſed 
the ſeveral Generatians and Degrees of Men, and none 
ſurely more than the preſent, can only be owing to an 
Infenfibility of the great Entail of a happy Immortality, 
would they ſhew themſelves but worthy of it. 


© Temporal Concerns, it muſt be confeſſed, are the pro- 


per Bufineſs of a temporal Creature, and indeed the only 
proper Buſineſs of thoſe that are really ſuch. But how 
can that Being be a temporal Creature, or paſs with any 
Propriety under that Denomination, who by the Laws 
of his Nature, in the original Frame and Conſtitution 
of him, is to be an eternal one? Properly ſpeaking, to 
ſuch a Being no State can be temporary; Death, which 
is ſuppoſed to make it ſo, being only a Removal from 
this, and an immediate Paſſage into ſome new Scene of 

188885 | Exiſtence 
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Exiftence———Or, at worſt, but a temporary uur 
ruption, in no ſenſe an Extinction of it. 


ndeed, for thoſe among us who, as wiſer than their 
Neighbours, renounce all Pretenſions to Immortality, 
and value themſelves for their high Diſcernment and ſu- 
perior Acquiſitions in the e, of their true Na- 
ture, above the vulgar Race of other Men, in proportion 
as they deſtroy their Expectations to any thing beyond 
the tranſito 33 they are in poſſeſſion of ——Theſe, 
indeed, could they do that in reality, for themſelves, 
which ſome of them, with a diſtinguiſhed Poverty of 
Mind, are ſtupid enough to think they have done; 
could they uneternize themſelves they would not be 
within the Reach of my Argument, ——But then alſo ' 
they would be far beneath my Notice. An intellectual 
Creature that has ever heard of Immortality, as belonging 
to his Nature, and renounces the Eæpectation and Offer 
of it, muſt be the moſt contemptible and loathſome 
Being in the great Creation of God. ; 
It is to the ſhort-ſighted nnthinking Chriftian, and to 
him only, that I would level my Argument To aſk. ' 
him, How it comes to paſs, that he, who by his Prin- 
« ciples is or ought to be aſſured of his Pretenſions to 
&« Eternity, no leſs than of thoſe he poſſeſſes in Time, 
“can forego the Thoughts of the Honour and Diſtinc- 
« tion that accrues to him from it ?” Or loſe, for a. 
Moment, the Enjoyment of that Contentedneſs of Mind, 


that Equanimity, that Magnanimity it ſhould naturally - | 


inſpire, to think himſelf entitled to an immortal State of 
Being, and any ways rationally entertaining, the humble 
Hopes of its being a happy one——— That he has it in 
his Nature, in ſome future T nie, if he could but have it 
in his Will, (if I may be allowed the Uſe of the Expreſſion 
in this Place) To tread on Stars, and talk with Gods 
« and that to all Eternity.— 5 
Had ſome poor Poſleflor of an Eſtate at Will, the 
Title to a Reverſion, in a few Years, of a conſiderable 
Eſtate of Inheritance, though himſelf, perhaps, might 
have the Enjoyment of it, but a very little while, how - 
would. it rejoice him to think how every Year's End _ 
| 1 US brought 
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brought him, or his, nearer and nearer to the Po ſſeſſion 
of it And if his taking poſſeſſion of ſuch Inheritance, 
at the Expiration of the Time, depended on any Con- 
and a Day was appointed, in the Week for his 
conſidering more particularly © how to conform to it 
« Can it be imagined he would ſuffer it to paſs without 
making due Uſe of it for that Purpoſe? Or if he was fo 
fooliſh as to neglect it, would he not be ſeverely cenſured 
for his Folly And yet how ſelf- condemned art thou, 
O Chriſtian, who makeſt this right Judgment in another's 
Caſe, in a Caſe ſo. infinitely inferior, and acteſt fo contra- 
dictorily to it where it is thy own, and that in the higheſt 
and moſt unexampled Degree ? . | 

If Men had Heaven and Eternity before them, would 
it not be Matter of Joy to them, as Heaver's-day in the 
Week came round, and would they rejoice at its coming 
round, and not take care to be heavenly-minded in it 
Fhis Day to a Heathen was the Sur's-Day, to a Few the 
. Sabbath-Day, but to a Chri/tian it is, it ſhould be, the 
 L,orv's-Day, and no other. And why ſo? But becauſe 
the Chriſtian's Lord and Maſter aroſe from the Dead on 
that Day to Glory, and was therein the Forerunner and 
Earneſt of all his faithful Diſciples doing fo ? . ; 

Our Pretenſions to a bleſſed Ræſurrection and an in- 
mortal Lie thereon, is the very Point that makes us 
Chriſtians— The very Eſſence of our holy Religion, 
as founded on the Death and Reſurrection of our HEAD, 
and CHIEFT. W hoſe great and only Errand on Earth 
was to ſecure the 42 . and confirm the Ea pectation of 
it, for us, beyond all Peradventure——To diſpel the 
Morning Twilight Knowledge of a future everlaſting State 
for Man, by Nature, with the glorious Light of ns 
Riſing Sun. | | 

And what can there be ſo,captivating, ſo enchanting 

as the. Thought of it !— That at the ſame time we ſee 
we are nolleſſed of a ſhort, tranſient, frail, ſickly miſer- 
able State of Being, we ſhall, by the expreſs Declaration 
of Him who has both the Power and Will 'to bring it 
about——Exchange it, in his Time, for an everlaſting 
happy One /—— That it is (as I have already ſaid) the 
3 ſabliſbed 


— 


h 


put him in mind of. 
there not a great Miſuſe of it: Do we not infinitely 
fall ſhort of acting conſiſtently with our ſuppoſed Beli 


S ww 22 w 


Yo 


The IMMorTar-MorTAL. 16 


Habliſhed Order of the Gon of Nature, wich reſpect to 


the worthy Part of human Kind, that it ſhall be ſo! 


This the Chriſtian's Lox p's-Day ſhould never fail to 
And if it does not fo, = 


in paſſing it iy, or Ft or ſuffering it to hang on 
our Hands, when Eternity in all its Glory lies before 
us on it? And is purpoſely made a Day of Leiſure to us 
from our worldly Concerns, that we might comfort our - 


Hearts by making our Thoughts dwell on our eternal 


ones, 5 
But not only paſſing it in a 2 Idleneſs, or in 
unneceſſary Buſineſs of this World, is a high Miſuſe of it, 
but frequenting the public Worſhip of Gop on it is very little 
better, when it is not accompanied with a right Senſe 
what we have to do when we are there ——— Namely 
te that we publicly preſent ourſelves immediately before 
« the Majeſty of the Univerſe to pay our public Homage to 
« him, to return him Thanks in a moſt ſolemn Man- 
ce ner, for the weekly Mercies we receive from his 
“Bounty, as they ariſe, humbly imploring the Conti- 


„ nuance of them, to ſet forth his moſt worthy Praiſe,” 


to humble ourſelves before him for qur daily Inadver- 
4 tencies and Tranſgreſſions, and to . ſuch 
fHumiliation with holy Reſolutions to be more adver- 
tent for the future, influenced thereto by the Expla- 
“nation and Enforcement of the holy Law of the Chri- 
& /tian there given” In fine, for Chriſtians to 


| frame their Souls more and more for the proper Happi- 


neſs of their holy Profeſſion, and to the Practice of the 
Laws of that Community they are bred up to be the eter- - 
nal Fellow-Citizens of —— - PE | 
Should not this be the U/e Creatures related to Im- 
mortality ought to make of their «coming to Church”, 
and celebrating the Lord's. Day? And is it the or- 
dinary Uſe made of it: Or, is it not rather become, 
where the Practice of * ſo doing” is ſtill kept up to at- 
tend the public Aſſemblies of Worſhip, for the moſt part. 
# Matter of meer Form, Cuſtom, and outward Decency ? 

| We Otten 
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| Often without indulging the leaſt preparatory Thought 
« wHO wy NN are more expreſly go- 
<« ing to wart on, WHAT the grand Errand we have 
c with him, and what we ought to do before-hand juſtly 
cc to entertain any reaſonable Expectation of ſ e 


3 


< ing in it. | | 

| But how eaſy is it for many not to come at 
all?” How readily and how frequently are uneceſſary 
Avuocations taken up with by others, to divert and hinder 
them from attending the public Worſhip of their CR RA- 
rok? As if it were neither Privilege nor Honour 
to be in the Rant of Beings endowed with Capacities of 
knowing and worſhipping HI, who gave them Being? 
Or, no Illuſtration of this glorious Privilege publicly to 

unite with others in the Exerciſe of it? 
How would the poor Beaſts to whoſe hard Lot it falls 
to ſerve the Purpoſes to hale and to carry ſuch 
Incumbrances on the Earth, as theſe rationally irrational 
Creatures riſe up in Judgment againſt them, could they 


but ſpeak ? | 


hut oh what would the Lord's-day be to 
us all if rightly made-uſe of! What an Emblem was it 
deſigned for, what a Foretaſte might it not be, of Hea- 

ven itſelf ? 28 | 
Let us be, if you pleaſe, Temporaliſis, the ſix ſuc- 
ceeding Days of the Week, unhappily immerſed in the 
neceſſary Duties of this Life, but let us take the Yoke 
off of our Shoulders, and become Eternaliſis, as it comes 
round, the Fir/?. | "OS 
If we think ourſelves deſign'd for Immortality, let us 
do Honour to ſo exalted a Nature, by living 0 it, and 
let us huſband that Day in ſeven, for that Purpoſe, which 
ſo immediately belongs to the ternal Reverſion before us. 
And never ſee the Light of that Day's Sun, which by 
the Chriſtian Church is kept ſacred, in Honour of its 
Head and Maſter's. Reſurection from the Grave on it, 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Foy that was ſet before him, 
without conſidering it, as an Erneſt in God's good 
Time, of our own, and every faithful Chriſtian's doing 
the ſame And endeavouring to be ſuch, accordingly. 
Indeed, it is beyond Expreſſion amazing to ſee the 
little Senſe Chriſtians have in our Time, (and which is 
| | FOR . _ evely 
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Day growing on to'be leſs and leſs) of this great 


ev 

— firſt Day of the Week. Which is deſigned 
us as an honourable Relaxation of our terreſtrial Cares, in 
order for us to have the Privilege of contemplating our 


eternal ones. | | 
The Application that is now faſbionabiy made, either 
as to worldly Buſineſs or Pleaſure, by Great and Little, 
of the Day appointed for the folemn Worſhip of their 
great CREATOR ſeems, in ſome meaſure,, to be a volun- 
tary putting themſelves out of his high Protection. It 
ſeems to be taking their own preſent Well-being and the 
whole Succeſs of their worldly Affairs on themſelves, as 
if their Endeavours were ſufficient to procure it. ; 
But when Diſtreſs and Calamities come on, how will. 
ſuch Men be able to look up to Heaven for Relief, while 
in their Proſperity they ſo ſet up for themſelves and held 
themſelves as it were independant of Him, who gave 
them "Underſtanding, and - Abilities to proſecute their 
Affairs, and at wHosE high Pleafure every Breath of 
Wind blows, Drop of Rain falls, Beam of Light ſhines, 
(all which is fo ſubſervient, in due Meaſure, to 
the Succeſs of their Labour, and to the Pleaſure and 
Happineſs and Comfort of their being, Here,) as 
well as He is the Fountain and Foundation of their Ex- 
pectations, Hereafter. ES done as 1 12 
Thus I think it plainly appears, from what Men do, 
and do not make the * of their occaſional Converſe 
and Diſcourſe. —From the vaſtly ſuperior Concern they 
have for the Things -of this tranſitory _ over what 
they have for thoſe of the other, and from the little 
Regard they have to that which more immediately con- 
cernt the otber, It plainly appears that their great Lat- 
« ter End has very little Share of their Concern equal to 
« the high Importance of it.” 5 N 
And this was the frſt Point I propoſed to ſpeak to 
on the Words of my Text, namely, to ſhew, © that 
the due and effectual Conſideration of our latter 
End, is greatly neglected in the Are live.” — And 
leave every one that has heard ( read ine) to anſwer 
to himſelf for the Truth of my Obſervation. — 
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I beuld now proceed to ſhew in the ſecond Place, 
<« that it is the higheſt Wiſdom in us all to have ever 
before our Eyes, ouR GREAT LATTER Exp, or 
« the Immortal Part of our Nature, as the prime and 
<« principal Concern of our Lives, making every other 
Intention of our Minds and Occupation of our Bo- 
<« dies 1 thereto.— But I hope what I have 
faid will ſuperſede all Occaſion of entering into it. 
As for You, my Reverend Brethren”, —your . 
Thoughts, ſo far as you have favoured me with your 
Attention, muſt I am ſure have gone along with mein 
what I have delivered, ſo as, to make it perfectly need- 
leis to add any Thing, to you, and for your Sakes, on 
ſo clear a Point. And a ſhort Word ſhall finiſh what 
I have farther to ſay to my Brethren of the Laity. | 
 —And as ſor you, <* My Friends and Neighbours,” 
Know yourſelves to be Chriftians. — Acquaint 
ce yourſelves, without Delay, what it is to be ſo— 
66 That, as ſuch, after this ſhort, miſerable, uncertain 
<< State of Being is at an End, there remains for you a 
<« glorious Reverſion of an everlaſting Exiſtence.” And 
this on the Word of the GREAT AUTHoR of your 
Religion, confirmed beyond all Exception. by the un- 
queſtionable Teſtimony of his own Reſurredion and 
Aſcenſion into Glory. 8 | 
Acquaint yourſelves with HIM, who is your Head 
and Chief, under His, and your heavenly Father; and 
as he endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, with Re- 
ſignation to his fatherly Appointment, for the Glory 
that was fet before him, ſo, do you ſubmit your 
Wills to his divine Commands and Providence, 
in doing, and in ſuffering what he ſhall require of you, 
and you ſhall in God's good 'Time be Fellow-partakers 
of his Joy — You are Sinners, I hear you ſay, — but 
«© The Acceptance of Repentance in lieu of perfect Obe- i. 
ce dience is the great Tidings of the Goſpel.” See that 
this be /incere, and you are in Pofleffion of its Promiſes. 
There is that Honour done to the Underſtanding of 
Man by Chriſt himſelf, as to aſſure us there is Foy in 
| Heaven when a Sinner repenteth, and turneth from his 
evil Ways to the Lord, © 


wk 
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in a Word, do you but carefully ſee to the Per- 
formance of your Part in the common Salvation... aſ- 
fioned to, — expected from yu, by a careful Uſe of the 
appointed Means, Conſideration, Watchſulneſs, and: 
Prayer, and you will unqueſtionably partake of the Be- 
nefits of your bleſſed Saviour's Intervention, although 
you may with the Angels be deſirous of looting into it, 
and fail with them of fully comprehending it. . 
In ſhort, confine not your Thoughts any longer to the 
Intereſts, Pleaſures and Amuſements of this tranſitory 
State of Being, you are at preſent in, but extend them- 
habitually to that immortal one that lies ſo aſſuredly be- 
fore you, —And though the Affairs, the Buſineſs, and 
even the Amuſements of this tranſient State muſt have 
your Concern, from the frail Circumſtances we are un- 
der in it, Jet that Concern be regulated by the Intereſts 
of the other. Pride yourſelves on your Title to Im- 
« mortality,” and then fee whether you can confine 
yourſelves to the low finite Purſuits of mortal Creatures. 
Shame ſhould' operate on an ingenuous Mind, more than 
Danger itſelf on a mean one. But when the higheſt 
Shame and the greateſt Danger has place in the Ne- 
glect of it, how is it that you can ſuffer Eternity—Your 
great Latter End, to go out of your Thoughts, with- 
out leaving its proper Influence behind it, for & 
Moment 9— 3 132 
Set your primary and principal Affectians, therefore, 
no longer on Earth, but where the Prize of your. High 
Calling lieth, above, in Heaven. Such as the End is, 
ſuch will be the Means. — Thus your Converſation will 
be as becometh the. Goſpel f Chriſt, —will be Heaven: . 
h—Will be in Heaven, here, where St. Paul's was, 
and of which holy and happy Community he profeſſed 
himſelf a Citizen, whilſt on Earth. — HI, Immortality 
vas begun, Here, arid why ſhould not Qurs be ſo too? - 
The Community, the cr, the Country, the O- 
der of Beings, he thought he belonged to, though on 
Earth, was elſewhere, in Heaven, becauſe it was from 
thence he looked for the Coming of a Saviour, who 
Heul change his vile Body, that it might be faſhioned like 
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unto his glorious Body, according to the Working wherely 
be is able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf. 
And now, what but our wilful Careleſneſs and Ne- 
gligence in conſidering what is, whether we will or no, 
Jo certainly before us, our great Latter End, and want 
of giving it its due Emphaſis on our Minds, in having it 
- conſtantly before our Eyes, and | uppermoſt in our 
Thoughts, ſhould hinder Us with the ſame holy Conf. 
dence and Joy, as the Apaſtle had on the caſion, 
from carrying about with us, reſpectively, the ſame 
GLoRious EXPECTATION |J—* | 


And here, My Reverend Brethren, I ſhould have 
ended, but as I was writing theſe 44 Words, there 
occurred to my Reflection a Paſſage of holy Writ too 
appoſite to confirm and Grace what I have been very 
imperfectly laying before you, for Me to loſe the Auths- 
rity and Ornament; Or, You and Me and All here preſent; 
the In ion it contains, vix. 

„ Thoſe that ſeep in the Duſt ſhall awake,— Some 
ce to everlaſiing Life, and ſome to Shame and everlaſting 
« Contempt.—And they that be wiſe, or, (as it is in 
„ the Margent) Teachers, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs 
« of the Firmament. — And "THEY THAT TURN 
« MANY TO RIGH TEOUSNESS, as the Stars, for 


c eyer and for ever.'*— 
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